H2                 FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
all the food they required, if they would give up salvation
and return to their old religion.
The work in Travancore has continued to steadily
develop. At an early date it was extended to the Northern
districts, where the Malayali language is spoken, in-
cluding Trivandrum, Tiruvellar, Mavalikarai, and other
districts. More recently the neighbouring State of Cochin
has also been opened.
The annual Mdas, or Mass Meetings, which are held
every year in the principal centres, form an important
feature" of the work, and are greatly looked forward to,
not only by our own people, but by increasing numbers
of Hindus belonging to all castes. The numbers
assembling usually range from 3,000 to 15,000 persons,
and during the recent visit of the General to Travancore,
it was estimated that no less than 20,000 people were
gathered to welcome him at NagarcoiL
These annual Melas are a great feature in the religious
life of India, and it is extremely encouraging to know
that the vast crowds which have hitherto flocked to
Hindu Temples and Bathing Places are now beginning in
real earnest to turn to Christ. Nothing about these
immense gatherings is so remarkable as the intense earnest-
ness and spirit of prayer which pervades them. At
times the whole congregation will burst unitedly and
unanimously into a torrent of prayer, which can only be
compared to a Spiritual Niagara. With eyes closed,
and tears rolling down their cheeks, all the men, women,
and children will pour out their souls to God. And when
the invitation is given for seekers to come forward, hundreds
will deliberately make their way to the open space' cleared
for them before the platform. The meeting will usually
continue to a late hour, and when it is over, little groups
will gather under the palm trees for further prayer.
The story of Travancore would not be complete without
mentioning the name of Colonel (now Lieut.-Commissioner)
Nurani (Case). For fourteen years she wisely directed
this ever-growing work, and has left behind her, as well
as in Gujarat and Ceylon, permanent way-marks of progress.